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SITUATION OF AUDIOLOGY IN POLAND


The advanced university training of audiologists have started in 1963 when audiology (like phoniatry) was formally recognized by the Ministry of Health as subspecialization in otorhinolaryngology.


Within the past few years substantial changes was introduced, namely in 2001 a new entity has been created i.e. joint audiology and phoniatry, separate from ENT specialization.


The studies in order to obtain the title of specialist in audiology and phoniatry are available for all physicians just after 1 year general postgraduate training and for ENT and pediatric ENT specialists, as well as for those possessing subspecialization in audiology or in phoniatry.


Duration of studies is respectively as follows: 5 years for physicians without specialization and 3 years for others mentioned above.


At the beginning – within the confines of truncus communis with otorhinolaryngology – studies are focused on reminding methodology of ENT examination and main ENT diseases, and further on physiopathology of communication processess.


Based on the special required standards for accreditation of educational institutions the six medical centres with their departments of audiology and phoniatry were chosen as the training units:

· Medical University, Lodz

· Medical Academy, Lublin

· Medical Academy, Poznan

· Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing, Warsaw

· Medical Academy, Warsaw

· Medical Academy, Szczecin

The outlined program of studies
 includes the specialization courses, basic training in audiology and phoniatry, otorhinolaryngological training (only for physicians without specialization), other obligatory trainings, practical skills of performing medical procedures (e.g. hearing aid fitting, psychoacoustical and electrophysiological auditory tests, equilibriometry, videolaryngostroboscopy), outpatient consultation, ward work and being on the call duties in the ENT or audiology and phoniatry clinic (at least  3 times monthly).

Trainee has to learn anatomy, physiology and pathology of hearing and voice/speech disorders, as well as genetics and physiological and psychological acoustics.

 The obligatory topics of specialization courses (see: www.cmkp.edu.pl):

· Clinical fundamentals of hearing, voice and speech disorders

· Objective hearing tests in children

· Methods of examination of voice

· Prophylaxis of hearing , voice and speech disorders

· Emergencies in audiology and phoniatry

· Occupational diseases in audiology and phoniatry

· Health promotion

 Other trainings (see: www.cmkp.edu.pl):

· General psychiatry (1 month)

· Pediatric psychiatry (1 month)

· Pediatric neurology (1 month)

· Diagnostics, treatment and rehabilitation of voice disorders (3 months)

· Diagnostics, treatment and rehabilitation of hearing disorders (3 months) (hearing aids, cochlear implants, peripheral vs central dysfunction, auditory neuropathy)

· Speech disorders (3 months)

· Hearing aids fitting in children (3 months)

· Diagnostics and treatment of tinnitus (1 month)

· Otoneurology (1 month)

· First aid and emergency (2 weeks)

· Microsurgery in hearing disorders (2 months)

· Microsurgery in voice disorders (1 month)

All trainees have the chief of training and finally are certified as an audiology and phoniatry specialists after passing written, oral and practical state examination before Ministry of Health and National Specialty Society Commission.

The range of competencies for the specialist in audiology and phoniatry is specified as the levels of knowledge, skills and values expected of graduates to conduct independent, unsupervised practice (both in public and private sectors) including prevention, diagnostics, treatment and rehabilitation of communication disorders.

Further service developments for children and adults with hearing impairment and dizziness, suitable to the patients’s needs are planned to make easier appointment with specialist, to modernize hearing aid provision and to improve neonatal hearing screening program.

Beyond all doubt,  the essential contribution in this field have supporting personnel i.e. audiometricians, speech and language/hearing therapists, logopedics, hearing aid acoustician; the audiometricians have special schools (or are trained in courses) to receive the license, while hearing aid acousticans, speech and language/hearing therapists and logopedics – have to do a three year study leading to the Msc degree.

At last, one may underline the significant role of the Audiological Section of Polish Society of Otorhinolaryngologists, Head & Neck Surgeons in its educational activity. Besides the contribution to the preparation of  audiology higher education model and participation in the commissions for final specialization exams, every year there are organized the national training conferences with participation of foreign distinguished speakers (e.g. M. Bergmann, L Odkwist, L. Luxon, F.C. Claussen, E. Raglan, J. Elidan, L. Podoshin, A. Nabelek, R. Thalmann, J. Tobias, T. Morata, G. Smoorenburg, J. Aran). Among the topics of the post meetings there were “ototoxicity”, “presbyacusis”, “modern diagnostics of hearing impairment”, “noise-induced hearing loss”, “otoneurology and audiology”, “pediatric audiology”.

At the last General Assembly (Heidelberg) Warsaw was chosen as the venue for 10th EFAS Congress 2011.

Summing up, the training model for audiology specialization joined in Poland with phoniatry is strictly medical; non-medical additional personnel have extensive but not always formalized education.

The EFAS general audiologists idea is not accepted so far.

�	Report presented at EFAS/DGA Concenertation Meeting: European University Education in Audiology, 17�18.01.2008, Bad Zwischenahn, Germany


� 	The detailed programs of training have been prepared by the experts: prof. prof. A. Obrebowski (Poznan), H. Skarżynski (Warszawa), W.J. Sulkowski (Lodz), B. Maniecka-Aleksandrowicz (Warszawa), G. Niedzielska (Lublin), A. Pruszewicz (Poznan)







