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1. Educational programs related to audiology
· College of Audiology at the Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing. 
The College is primarily dedicated to high-school graduates who work in the profession of hearing prosthetics. The College graduates will have state-recognized professional qualifications and rights for practicing. The school is conducted in co-operation with Warsaw University of Technology, Poznan University, Gdansk University of Technology and research institutes in Warsaw. A group of 60 students were enrolled for the first year. Considering the needs of the hearing aid prosthetics in Poland, it is assumed that the enrollment will be gradually increased in the following semesters. The curriculum of the College is compatible with standards of audiological education of European countries, i.e. German “Akademie für Hörgeräte-Akustik” etc. Taking into account the great and still growing number of patients with implantable hearing devices in Poland, new subjects were introduced to the school curriculum, like Objective Hearing Testing, Fitting of Cochlear Implant Systems and Middle-ear Implants, etc. It is plan to accredit the programs to EU requirements so that to facilitate recognition of diplomas in the EU countries. 
· University studies: Logopedics with Audiophonology
In co-operation with the Institute, the Marie Curie University in Lublin has opened a new unique treaning course at the Faculty of Humanities, conducted presently at an undergraduate level The specialty is dedicated to professionals in speech and voice therapy who will be provided with a comprehensive knowledge in the field of audiology. The Institute holds several subjects, among which one can mention Acoustics Fundamentals, Psychoacoustics, Medical Technology, Hearing Testing and Screening, etc. Most of the subjects are conducted on e-learning bases, with the use of multimedia and Internet-based facilities available at the Institute. It is envisaged that the studies will be extended to an MSc and PhD level in near future.

· Training courses

· A postgraduate course on hearing science, psychoacoustics and physiological acoustics, organized in co-operation with the School of Audiology and Hearing Rehabilitation, of Pittsburgh University,

· The Study of Objective Examination of Hearing – a six-month course, organized each year for doctors, audiologists and clinical engineers engaged in audiological diagnosis and hearing screening. The courses are conducted with collaboration of specialists from the East Tennessee State University.
2. International Training activities

· The International Academy of Telemedicine, whose aims consist in promoting research and organizing academic studies in the field of telemedicine and medical informatics. Members of the Academy are university professors and medical experts from Germany, Spain, France, Austria and Poland. Since 2005, the Academy publishes “The Electronic Journal of Telemedicine”, a scientific magazine dedicated to medical applications of multimedia, informatics, and communication sciences.  The e-learning platform (http://edu.ichs.pl) providing trainings. 

· The Academy of Otology – a two-semester course of ear surgery and cochlear implantation for surgeons who specialize in ear operations. The Center has unique laboratory facilities allowing it to organize training and practical exercises on temporal bone for large groups of students. The courses of the Academy are opened to the students from abroad, and were twice organized for doctors from Eastern and Central Europe,
· “Remediation of Hearing Loss (HearingTreat)” Marie Curie Host Fellowships for the Transfer of Knowledge (ToK), HUMAN RESOURCES AND MOBILITY (HRM) ACTIVITY in the MARIE CURIE program http://mariecurie.ifps.org.pl/
Hearing impairment is one of the most common and debilitating disorders, adversely affecting all aspects of life. The mission of “Remediation of Hearing Loss HearingTreat is to strengthen the international position of Institute Physiology and Pathology of Hearing in the field of otolaryngology and audiology and direct Institute’s research and development potential towards advanced field of new therapies for hearing impairment. The main project objective is to transfer the knowledge to the Institute and improve the skills of Institute’s researchers to develop advanced, multidisciplinary studies on hearing preservation after cochlear implantation and combined stimulation with implant and hearing aid (termed electric-acoustic stimulation or EAS) The host institution has performed many surgeries, pioneering the particular technique of partial deafness cochlear implantation (PDCI ), and achieved unrivalled rates of hearing preservation, building up a large group of patients utilizing EAS stimulation. The patient group is in fact the largest homogenous group to be found globally, and the host institute can provide excellent facilities to allow research to be carried out on volunteers. The areas of competence to be developed are: 1) Determination of the optimum fitting parameters for implant and hearing aid when applied together, leading to maximal sound reception in noise, music appreciation, and localization ability (this will also lead to optimum usage of a new combined hearing device developed by two European companies). 2) An improved understanding of ways to determine the patients’ pathologies and disabilities both before and after implantation and factors determining benefit. 
Project Coordinator

Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing, Poland

Project Partners

Technical University Munich, Clinic for Phoniatrics and Pedaudiology, Dept of ORL, (Germany) represented by Steffi Johanna Brockmeier, PhD

An-Institut der Universität zu Köln, Institut für Audiopädagogik, (Germany) represented by prof. Frans Coninx

Royal Hampshire County Hospital, Audiology Department, (Great Britain) represented by Graham John Brickley, PhD

University of Granada, Faculty of Psychology, (Spain) represented by prof. José-Luis Padilla

Overseas Expert

Prof. Blake S. Wilson, Research Triangle Institute, USA

3. Auxiliary activities

The Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing is recognized as one of the world leading centres in the field of cochlear implants, oto-surgery, tinnitus treatment and audiological research. In 2004, due to the decision of the Minister of Science, a Centre of Excellence “Proksim” (Communication Process-Hearing and Speech) started in the International Centre of Hearing and Speech in Kajetany (Institutes organizational division). Organization’s strategic goal is aiming at research and development as well as outputs implementation through modern educational programs for the benefit of persons with communication process impairments. Wide international cooperation and participation in international programs is also envisaged. The activity of the “Proksim” includes further studies on Partial Deafness.

Marie Curie University in Lublin
and
Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing, Warsaw
LOGOPEDICS WITH AUDIOPHONOLOGY
Curriculum Sumary
General assumptions

Full-time university studies, of interdisciplinary character, educate towards first-degree (BSc) and second-degree (MSc) level. The curriculum covers two specialties, the main one – logopedics, ant the additional specialty – called the audiophonology. 

The BSc studies include 6 semesters, with 1800 teaching hours for the main specialty, and 400 for the additional one. The MSc studies continue for next 4 semesters, with 800 and 150 teaching hours for main and additional specialties, respectively.

The third-degree (PhD) level is also envisaged.

The studies are accredited to the ECTS, European Credit Transfer System.

Curriculum Contents, BSc level

	Contents
	Teaching hours
	ECTS Credits

	A. Basic subjects
	360
	32

	
1. Methodology of research
	60
	6

	
2. Biomedical sciences
	105
	8

	
3. Linguistics
	120
	12

	
4. Behavioural sciences
	75
	6

	B. Specializing subjects
	375
	36

	
B.1. Main specialty
	240
	24

	Speech impairments, including 8 subjects: Aphasia, Disartria, Specifis impairments of language development, Fluency impairments, Dislectia, etc.
	
	

	
B.2. Additional specialty
	135
	12

	Fundamentals of audiophonology, 5 subjects:
Speech acoustics, Phoniatry, Hearing Diagnostics, etc.
	
	

	Total
	735
	68


Curriculum Contents, MSc level

	Contents
	Teaching hours
	ECTS Credits

	A. Basic subjects
	165
	16

	
1. Methodology of research
	30
	3

	
2. Biomedical sciences
	30
	3

	
3. Linguistics
	90
	9

	
4. Behavioural sciences
	15
	1

	B. Specializing subjects
	
	

	
B.1. Main specialty
	135
	14

	Speech impairments, including 8 subjects, required and electives
	
	

	
B.2. Additional specialty
	75
	8

	Applied audiophonology, 5 subjects:
Psychoacoustics, Improvement of perception impairments, Improvement of communication abilities, Audiological care of the elderly, Rehabilitation of CI users
	
	

	Total
	375
	38


