Audiology in Republic of Ireland
CLINICAL AUDIOLOGY in PUBLIC HOSPITALS AND CLINICS
Apart from a brief period in the 1980s when a postgraduate Diploma in Audiology was available through University College Dublin, the Republic of Ireland has been totally dependent upon training Audiologists under the UK model, and still is.  Most people with postgraduate qualifications (Dip.Aud/M.Sc.) have obtained their degrees and follow-up support training in England, and then are appointed to ‘Audiological Scientist’ grade posts – generally these are primarily paediatric posts or in Cochlear Implant teams, although the Department of Health have not yet introduced registration for the profession here.  More recently, many from English speaking countries who have postgraduate training would also be in posts in Ireland.  However, those with Audiology primary degrees or Audiology and Sp.Lang first degrees may be in posts as Audiologists depending upon experience.
This means that the majority of people working in public Health Services in Ireland (not in specialist paediatric roles) have  attended a BAAT training course in England or Northern Ireland, to take up employment within the  ‘Audiology’ grades, which have been recognised by the Department of Health for many years.  This is generally a non-graduate route into the mainstream profession, although some Audiologists have gone on to take further qualifications, usually in the United Kingdom.  In the future it is likely that the entire profession will move towards recruitment of graduates as in B.Sc. equivalent.
Due to the dearth of local educational opportunities and local University to support courses, several M.Sc. graduates have furthered their training recently by completing the Au.D. programme held in London on a modular basis, provided by Nova Southeastern University , USA.
PRIVATE PRACTICE AUDIOLOGY

Generally in the past until 2001, people in the private sector also followed the UK qualification model involving the passing of either the Hearing Aid Council exam or the passing of the British Society of Hearing Aid Audiologists exam to become ‘Member’ or  ‘Fellow’ of  Irish Society of Hearing Aid Audiologists’.  However there was a move in 2000/2001 to improve the standard of training in this area which led to the ‘Diploma in Hearing Aid Audiology’ – a 2-year course with modular lectures and support from a personal tutor, somewhat similar in structure to the BAAT , but run under the auspices of Adult Education at University College Dublin and focused on adult private sector and hearing aid technology.   This was also run in close conjunction witha Voluntary Body, the National Association for Deaf People, who ran a similarly structured course in Aural Rehabilitation (training Teachers of Lipreading and Aural Rehab for adults).  These two courses worked closely together and had discussed pullilng the programmes together towards a primary degree in Audiology. However, this Dip HAA  course was unable to commence in 2007 due to University budget issues.  It is likely that the UK will adopt a foundation degree model for private sector, somewhat similar in structure to the Dip HAA, and if this goes ahead then Irish students may again opt for UK training.  The difficulty for Ireland is trying to achieve sufficient students to make such courses financially viable, given the size of the population.
It is worth noting that Ireland does not have a blanket NHS provision for free hearing aids – about 2/3rds of Irish adults must buy aids so the private sector is slightly different to the UK in this respect.  However, all children in Ireland can avail of free digital and analogue hearing aids according to need.
OTHER ALLIED AREAS: There are no formal posts in Educational Audiology or Audiological Physicians/Audiological Medicine,  although some medically trained people with Audiology qualifications will be employed in Specialist Public Health roles (assuming they have trained abroad) and in regular Scientist grades.

Whilst there is a facility to train teachers of the deaf in UCD, there are no facilities for specialist follow on training of other professions such as Specialist SLT courses in Hearing Impairment.  There has been discussion for several years about developing a Master’s level course in Audiology but it has not yet materialised.
